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Alsager Arts Centre : Autumn 2008



alsager arts centre
Autumn 2008 : Performance

Tues 7th Oct
f.a.b. – The Detonators : Extraordinary

Thurs 9th Oct
Strange Names Collective: The Gratitude of Monsters

Thurs 16th Oct
hauser : I made you a submarine

Tues 21st Oct
Stacy Makishi : Stay!

Thurs 23rd Oct
Lone Twin Theatre : Daniel Hit By A Train

Tues 28th Oct
Reckless Sleepers : The Pilots

Thurs 30th Oct
Anna Krzystek : Still
with Forecast : At 5 Months 

Thurs 6th Nov
The Long Dead Sevens : Concert

Autumn 2008 : Gallery

Mon 22nd Sept - Fri 10th Oct
700IS Reindeerland : Film and Video Festival 08

Tues 14th Oct - Fri 31st Oct
Mike Golding : Mimic

Mon 3rd Nov - Fri 21st Nov
Sam Stead : Repetitive Gestures

Performance tickets
£7 (£4.50 concessions)

Gallery admission
Mon – Fri 9am – 4pm : free

Box office
0161 247 5302

Website
www.alsagerartscentre.org.uk
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Welcome
to the work of a group of performance makers and artists set to define
the future of performance and art in this country and abroad. Bringing
influences from Finland, Iceland, Germany, Brazil and Hawaii this is new
practice that is fresh and surprising, and that has to leave you optimistic
about the way things are going to be. Even those names that are well
established, like Reckless Sleepers and Lone Twin, are in a process of
redefining the nature of what they do, whilst the others have begun to
mark out highly individual and distinctive directions which look set to
define the territory in the years to come.

Of course I’d recommend every one of the shows and artists, but I’d urge
you not to overlook the work of two in particular – Stacy Makishi and
Anna Krzystek. Stacy’s often comic blend of new writing and live art has
already proved a real smash this summer, whilst Anna divides her time
between making stark and beautiful solo dance pieces on the cusp of
performance and installation in her native Scotland, and being a founder
member of radical Finnish performance group Oblivia. And of course
there’s Swen Steinhauser’s new company to look forward to, and the
fantastic Long Dead Sevens, and some great photographic manipula-
tions from Mike Golding and a whole festival of experimental film and
video, and…and…

And new this year we are delighted to offer you the best deal we can
think of (and afford) namely our new ‘buy three, get one free’ offer, for
full price or concessionary rate tickets, that can be used for any shows
between now and March – ring the box office for details.

So do come and catch what you can – here in Alsager for these last two
seasons.

Neil Mackenzie

Artistic Director



f.a.b. – The Detonators
Extraordinary
Tues 7th Oct : 7.30pm : Dance Studio

Everyone has a dream. But what if the “what if” becomes real?

An extra that wants to be the star stumbles into a thoroughly mixed-up
plot with lots of life, love and a Starring Role. Together with a hopeful
romantic she makes a grand entrance into a Brasilian ballad, to discov-
er a dance that makes the best things happen!

f.a.b. – The Detonators puts the extra into an ordinary life with their
intense, energetic physical theatre, creating a comic, dark and unortho-
dox take on love, loss and going backwards in heels – all in glorious
technicolour!

f.a.b. – The Detonators are one of the brightest young performance
companies to emerge in the UK in the past few years. Previous produc-
tions include Carrot King, directed by Mark Phoenix, My Generation –
infância caleidoscópica directed by the company and Made in Brasil
directed by Nigel Charnock.

“hugely enjoyable, highly entertaining…the movement was indeed
‘Extraordinary’” Venue Magazine
Photography: Guto Muniz. Design: i-sight design 
Dancers: Tiago Gambogi and Margaret Swallow.

Strange Names Collective
The Gratitude of Monsters
Thurs 9th Oct : 7.30pm : Axis Theatre

The Strange Names Collective present a triptych of comically nightmarish
performances challenging ideas of progress and civilization.

Appreciation: The summary of an authentic survey of global awareness,
for which the motives are suspect, and the results troubling.

Repeat After Me: A formal ritual of repetition, where the lessons learned
are not always in your best interest.

The Nominees are…: A perverse awards ceremony celebrating horrifying
events and those responsible for them. Will you be nominated?

A distorted survey of the world, a lesson in complicity, and an awards cer-
emony for acts of atrocity. Welcome to The Gratitude of Monsters.

“Blurs a line between performance art, stand-up, and theatre." Time Out.

The performance is not suitable for the under 16s

<www.strangenamescollective.co.uk>



hauser
I made you a submarine
Thurs 16th Oct : 8pm : Dance Studio

I made you a submarine is a multi-layered, surreal and wonderful story
that begins with Billy the Kid and ends by the seaside with a lobster, a
lost bride, a handsome sailor, Napoleon Bonaparte and the mysterious
arrival of a submarine. 

The performance takes its starting point from the desire of a bold smug-
gler to carry off Napoleon from his prison island of St. Helena by means
of a submarine. From here on it unfolds as a poetic reflection on ambi-
tion and failure, action and immobility, effort, lightness, doing it, not
doing it and then doing it anyway.

This new piece conceived and directed by Swen Steinhauser (former-
ly Deer Park) and developed in collaboration with six performance
artists uses movement, fragments of text, audio-visual images and
atmospheres, fragmented narratives and rhythmical structures to con-
struct a world in which ideas, landscapes, forces and sensations float
and circulate.

Stay!
Stacy Makishi Company
Tues 21st Oct : 7.30pm : Dance Studio

A dinner party has had one drink too many and now Elizabeth Taylor lifts
the petticoats of a love affair that’s gone to the dogs. Film noir collides
with Pet Rescue in this hilarious examination of co-dependence, mali-
cious domination and the subversion of the natural order.This highly
visual piece draws its inspiration from the paintings of Paula Rego,
Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolf and Lassie Come Home.

Hawaii-born Stacy Makishi works in a variety of media including new
writing, live art, site-specific installations, film and physical theatre. Her
works are known for their risky and amusing interrogations of contem-
porary culture, often tackling issues of absence, displacement and
memory from the point of view of the foreigner. She has recently per-
formed at the Royal Albert Hall, Tate Modern and the San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art, and has been commissioned by the Walker
Center in Minneapolis.

“The most winning humorist was Stacy Makishi, funny yet incisive…
a truly amazing performance.” The Independent

<www.stacymakishi.com>



Reckless Sleepers
The Pilots
Tues 28th Oct : 7.30pm : Axis Theatre

This isn’t the first time this has happened. We’ve done this before.
Many times. We’re professionals. I know what I’m doing and he knows
what he’s doing. And what we’re supposed to be doing isn’t this and
what we promised you in the publicity or in the brochures or whatever
isn’t what we’re doing now...

Two men are pretending. Two men are pretending to be pilots. Two men
are pretending to be George Michael and Andrew Ridgeley in the Club
Tropicana video. Two men are pretending to know what they’re doing.

Reckless Sleepers mark 20 years of making cutting edge contemporary
performance by going back to the beginning. A theatre. An audience.
Two men pretending.

Following on from Spanish Train performed at Alsager in 2006, The
Pilots is part of a series of works investigating acts of terror and is sup-
ported by Lakeside Arts, Nottingham, Leeds Met Gallery and Studio
Theatre and The Arnolfini, Bristol.

Lone Twin Theatre
Daniel Hit By A Train
Thurs 23rd Oct : 7.30pm : Axis Theatre

Lone Twin Theatre stage 53 true stories. In each story a person loses
their life in the attempt to save the life of another; Amelia Kennedy dies
trying to save her sister from their burning house, Dr Samuel Rabbeth
dies trying to clear an obstruction from the throat of a 4-year old diph-
theria patient, Edward Morris dies trying to save the life of his drown-
ing companion and famed pantomime artiste, Sarah Smith, dies trying
to save her colleague from an on-stage fire.
Daniel Hit By A Train is the company’s second ensemble work continu-
ing the biographical project that began with the internationally celebrat-
ed Alice Bell.
‘A wonderful body of work’ The Guardian
Co-commissioned by: Wiener Festwochen, Austria; brut Wien, Austria;
barbicanbite, London; The Arches, Scotland; Nuffield Theatre,
Lancaster; Farnham Maltings, UK; and Leeds Met Studio Theatre, UK.
The Basement Arts Production, SE.
Created & Performed by Antoine Fraval, Guy Dartnell, Molly Haslund,
Nina Tecklenburg, Paul Gazzola. Artistic Directors: Gary Winters &
Gregg Whelan. Dramaturg: David Williams.



Anna Krzystek
Still
Forecast
At 5 months 
Thurs 30th Oct : 7.30pm : Dance Studio

Still is an encounter with a lone figure, waiting in a room. Existing on a
fine line between performance and installation, Still explores the open-
ness of an installation whilst still using the clearly defined frontal per-
spective found in theatre and film, finding moments during which the
performer is able to fall in and out of focus, giving space and time for
the spectator’s eye to freely engage with other collaborative aspects of
the work.

Concept and performance by Anna Krzystek

Original sound score by Tom Murray

Film installation by Lucy Cash

“Glasgow based Krzystek is one of the most interesting choreographers
Scotland has to offer, operating on the cutting edge of contemporary
dance.” The Scotsman

Commissioned by New Moves International for New Territories 07.
With support from Scottish Arts Council, Tramway, CCA, Dance Base,
Dance House, Balance.

At 5 months, a dance film made by Forecast in collaboration with film
maker Dan Williams, is a reflection on the way we are marked by the
process of loss and recovery. With its combination of movement and
text, this short work places that which remains hard-wired in the
schema and patterns of the body against that which is irretrievably lost
over time.

Forecast consists of dance artists Penny Collinson and Anna Macdonald
working with director Mark Whitelaw. Since forming in 2002 Forecast’s
work has focused on the relationship of dance and text in performance
and they have collaborated with artists such as Thomas Lehman, Paula
Hampson and Heidi Rustgaarde (H2 dance). 

Supported by ACE North West, MMU and UCLAN

For more information please email forecastdance@tiscali.co.uk.

The Long Dead Sevens
Concert
Thurs 6th Nov : 7.30pm : Axis Theatre

Currently receiving worldwide airplay of their debut album 'The White
Waltz & Other Stories', (Beta-lactam Ring Records) The LD7s perform
songs from the album alongside new material.

“Deep in the black heart that lies beneath banjo, fiddle, slide guitar,
piano and derringer; somewhere near the unmarked grave of the cow-
ard Robert Ford, the atmospheric detailed twang of The Long Dead
Sevens is joined by the growling din of collapsing new buildings... a
theatrical steam-industrial moan echoes through the mesa heralding
an age not quite ancient and not quite modern”

<www.blrrecords.com> 

“This album is a masterpiece and I don't use that term lightly... Get a
listen; you won't experience anything like it anywhere else. Truly mar-
vellous.” 

<www.stokesounds.co.uk>

For more information please visit <www.annakrzystek.com>

Double
Bill



Kristin Scheving
Experimental Film and Video Festival

700IS Reindeerland
Mon 22nd Sept - Fri 10th Oct : Gallery

700IS Reindeerland an international, experimental film and video festi-
val from Iceland visits Alsager again this year. The selection made by
the festival director Kristín Scheving will include work from all over the
world, as well as a special selection made by a collaborator Alexei
Dmitriv from St.Petersburg in Russia. The 700IS festival has been called
one of the most advanced art event in Iceland by the Icelandic Media
and has had lots of international interest. Every year there are hundreds
of submissions and around 70 film chosen each year.

700IS is run by the 700IS group in collaboration with the Culture Centre 
of Fljotsdalsherad and sponsored by various funds.

See more on <www.700.is>

Sam Stead
Repetitive Gestures
Mon 3rd – Fri 21st Nov : Gallery

Production and assembly – two words that are more commonly associ-
ated with the factory than the gallery, yet they are also the two words
that are evoked by the practice of sculptor Sam Stead.

The production phase involves making a number of individual compo-
nents, related in form and material. These hand-made units are
designed to be joined to one another using a simple, non-permanent fix-
ing. The assembly of these components, into a variety of sculptural
objects, is not planned in advance. Each time the work is put together,
it is different from the previous configuration.

This transient system of series allows for a gentle undermining of the
principles of modern industrial processes whilst also engaging the
viewer in a formal exploration of surface, line and material.

Sam Stead graduated from Glasgow School of Art in 2006 (Fine Art
Sculpture) with a particular interest in the definitions and role of artis-
tic research. He also has a degree in Molecular and Cellular Biology.

Mike Golding
Mimic
Tues 14 Oct – Fri 31 Oct : Gallery

When my father died in 2004 I had to clear through the muddle of objects
and papers which accumulate around a life. He had been an amateur pho-
tographer so there were boxes of negatives and transparencies. And I
found a photograph of a child, a young boy of about 8 years old, a picture
with magical powers, proving an existence and a history. It is a photo-
graph of me. 

Scanning the negatives, and taking the face from the photograph of
myself as a boy, I substituted this face for the faces of women that my
father had photographed in the streets of Singapore and in camera clubs

in the UK in the 1960s.

This work considers the past, and
confounds our expectations of photo-
graphs by creating images that dis-
tort their apparent authenticity, a
metaphor for the neurosis of remem-
bering in which the real and imag-
ined collide to create new versions of 
the past.



Venue and booking information

Tickets for performances
£7, (£4.50 concessions). Available in advance or at the door. 
Concessions are for people with disabilities and their carers, students, 
unwaged and senior citizens. Please bring proof of your status.

Book by phone
9am – 4.30pm, Mon – Fri on 0161 247 5302. Tickets will be held at the door. 
All reserved tickets must be collected 15 minutes before the performance
begins otherwise they may be resold.

Book by post
At the Arts Centre address, indicating clearly the company and date you are
booking for, and the number of tickets for each price range you require. Sorry,
but cheques, made payable to Manchester Metropolitan University, can only be
accepted to the value of £10 or more.

Book in person
At the Alsager Campus reception, Mon – Fri, 9am – 4.30pm, and from 6.15pm
on the day of performance.

Group bookings
Buy 8 tickets and get 1 FREE
PLEASE NOTE: Some performances contain material of an adult nature. 
Please check suitability with the Box Office if bringing children younger than 16.

Gallery admission
FREE. Opening times 9am – 4pm, Mon – Fri.
Parties for the Gallery by arrangement (please contact the Box Office).

Bar
Entrance to the campus bar is available on presentation of tickets for the 
relevant performance.

Disabled access
Alsager Arts Centre strives to be fully accessible. An induction loop is available
for all performances by prior arrangement and a large print version of this
brochure is available on request. If you have any enquiries or require assistance,
please contact the Box Office. 

Mailing list
If you would like to receive news of Alsager Arts Centre events, please send us
your name and address or phone the Box Office.

Address
Alsager Arts Centre, MMU Cheshire
Hassall Road, Alsager, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 2HL
Tel: 0161 247 5302
E-mail: A.A.C@mmu.ac.uk
Website: www.alsagerartscentre.org.uk

Alsager Arts Centre is delighted to 
introduce the all new…

New from autumn
2008, you can now
take advantage of
a fantastic money
saving offer,
enabling you to
purchase 4 tick-
ets for the price
of 3, at both full
price, £21, and

the concessionary rate £13.50.

Offer Cards are valid from the beginning of the autumn season to the end
of the spring season (that is from Sept 08 to March 09) and can be bought
at any time. Plus, with at least 18 performances coming up, you can buy
as many cards as you like. 

Ring the box office, or visit www.alsagerartscentre.org.uk
for full details.

DEPARTMENT OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS
MMU CHESHIRE
We offer degrees with adventurous approaches to work, where theory
heightens practice and the challenge is to become a thinking artist.
MMU Cheshire has been at the heart of contemporary arts, both nation-
ally and internationally for over 20 years. The work created at Alsager is
at the forefront of today's innovative arts practices and our student com-
munity of thinking contemporary arts practitioners continues to lead the
way in the 21st century.

OUR STAFF DEVISE, EXHIBIT, DIRECT AND WRITE 
THEY PUBLISH AND SHOW THEIR WORK INTERNATIONALLY
THEY ENGAGE ON A PRACTICAL DAY-TO-DAY LEVEL WITH
CONTEMPORARY ARTS – COME AND WORK ALONGSIDE THEM

CONTACT US TO FIND OUT THE FULL STORY
VISIT AND SEE FOR YOURSELF
Telephone the Department of Contemporary Arts on 

0161 247 5302/5
or visit the department website:

www.mmu.ac.uk/cheshire/dca

buy three, 
get one free
AAC Offer Card
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How to find us
Alsager Arts Centre is based on the Alsager Campus of MMU Cheshire, and is
open to everyone. Alsager is off Junction 16 of the M6. The Alsager Campus is
off Hassall Road and has free car parking space available for all events. If you
have any problems concerning our location, please contact the Box Office and
we will send you a map or give you directions.


